FINAL

Gayhead Elementary PTA

General Membership Meeting

Thursday, April 3, 2008
The General Membership meeting was called to order at 9:40 a.m. by Kelley Lewis, President. 

Recording Secretary: Rebecca O’Mara




Quorum Established
Kelley Lewis thanked all PTA members who helped out with our March events.  We had a very busy and successful month.

1.  Principal’s Report
· March was a very busy month – we raised $34,000 for Jump Rope for Heart, held the Book Fair and PARP.
· Master Plan referendum didn’t pass.

· Open House will be next week.  Teachers and students busy setting up rooms.  Number House on Monday, Letter House on Tuesday.

· April 10th is Spring Picture Day. 

· Following week is spring break.

· Today is the last day of Kindergarten screening.  After this, parents need to schedule one-on-one appointments.  Kindergarten registration is less than last year.  Still having 6 classes next year, and we still don’t know about 1st grade next year (if we will need 8 sections vs. 7 sections).  

2.  Reading and Approval of Minutes
· Need to approve not only March’s minutes, but February’s as well.
· Deletion made to March minutes, then Rose Disisto-Butkovich motioned, Noreen Healey seconded and all approved.  

· Copies were made of February’s minutes.  Kathi Spinella motioned, Mr. Olavarria seconded and all approved.

3.  Correspondence
· Lee Bukofsky home with a sick child.  One thank you note was received from a teacher.  Note needs to be sent to Hopewell Graphics for copying PARP “golden tickets” for free.

4.  Treasurer’s Report

· Book Fair – made $12,000, and paid out $9500.

· Sweats & Tees (Allison).  Numbers appear wrong on the budget.  Money has gone missing from the drawer in the main office (about $40).

· Paid final membership dues to national & state.

· Other business:  copier payment and yearbook sales.

5.  Committee Reports
· Kelley Lewis announced that the bylaws committee will be meeting next Thurday (April 10th) at 10:00 a.m.  Anyone interested in serving on the committee is welcome to join.
· Budget committee will be meeting immediately following the bylaws meeting – Thursday, April 10th at 10:30 a.m.

· Nominating committee:  Allison Lainchbury motioned that Kim LaVigne-Secord, Mary Jean Staudohar and Marcie Smoot form the nominating committee.  Rose Disisto-Butkovich seconded the motion.  All in favor.  Slate of officers due by May meeting.

· Administration

· Membership (Sue Lewis).  Three teachers did not join this year.  We are up over 10% from last year.  Did well with men this year.  Sue will work on % participation by class.

· Staff Appreciation (Traci Suppa).  Working on getting donations for raffles.  Staff Appreciation is the first week of May.  Have a generic letter from the PTA to bring to local businesses.  Letter going home to parents asking for donations.  Businesses will get recognition in Grizzly Growl.  Sternos not allowed in cafeteria, but okay in teachers lounge.  Parents will be asked for breakfast items.

· Events

· Sound system – PTA owns it.  If you need to borrow it, you must fill out a request form and follow the procedures.  Kathi Spinella got a call from Mrs. Dollard for help with the setup on Friday night.  We only have one working speaker.  She has money left over in the Fifth Grade Musical budget to replace it, but it shouldn’t be assumed this will happen in the future.  It is not locked up in any way.  Maybe we could find someone with carpentry skills to build a cabinet (rolling & locking).  Right now it is stored in Mrs. Trainor’s room.  Need to find better storage.  VP of Events is supposed to maintain training & equipment.  Alternate equipment for smaller events is the karaoke machine in the PTA room.  
· PARP (Jen Angyal).  500 students participated initially.  Don’t have final numbers from certificates turned in at the book fair.  John Jay students performed excerpts from Beauty & the Beast, which was great.  We have money left over.  

· Chinese Culture Club is off to a good start and taking place every other Wednesday.

· Spelling Bee – Justin Lee was the winner.

· Programs.  Mary Jean spent all of the Arts in Education money.  Kindergarten doesn’t get any assemblies due to scheduling and fairness issue between am and pm students.

· Fundraising

· School Pictures.  PTA receives $1.00 per student whether pictures bought or not.  Pictures are being done in one day, with four photographers in the small cafeteria.  Siblings are welcome.  Note to go to the teachers warning about siblings being pulled for pictures.  

· Sweats & Tees.  Planning spirit days on the last Friday of every month.  Most participation by class wins a giant bear to display in the classroom for the month.

· Book Fair.  Took in over $15,000 but credit card sales don’t show up.  Plus we eat the sales tax (about $1,100).  Reward vouchers from Scholastic for various incentives, i.e., posters, family night, etc.  Each art teacher received a set of art books.  We get 10% for running 2 book fairs in a year.  Teachers with 100% attendance received a $10 gift card.

· Communications (Noreen Healey)

· Grizzly Growl #2 went out.  Last issue to go out in June.  Joanne probably needs submissions in early May.  Annette Santacroce is the historian.  Get her copies of any flyers.  Yearbook is moving along – Trish doing a great job.  Should be out in June.  Website – submit items and dates as you get them.  Wellness/No TV Week is coming up after spring break.  Intergenerational/Senior Breakfast is April 30th & May 1st.

6.  SLT (Jen Oppenheim)
· In the middle of ordering subscriptions for teachers (reading a-z, ed helper, etc.) for next year.  WCSD held workshops for all SLTs.  Also holding SLT fair to see other school’s projects.  Three amplification systems were purchased (Monzet, Solecky, Carroll).  We have six or seven total in the building.  Buddy Read with PARP went well – the kids had 


fun.  Want to do another Buddy Read during No TV Week.  Mrs. Smith worked on the 
schedule so that every classroom was matched up.  Kids from the school store worked at 
the book fair, too.  5th graders worked the fair and 4th graders are trained to do the fall.  
Teachers are very accommodating.  5th graders work a full lunch shift (11 am to 2 pm).  
4th graders only miss SSR time at lunch.  Anyone wanted to join SLT for next year, let 
her know.  If committee is formed before July 1st, SLT can plan over the summer and the 
grant money is available right away.  Need to replace chairs first (both have 5th graders). 
 
Looking for at least one staff member in chair position.  Then will fill out the rest of the 
21 spots.  
7.  Playground (Rose Kelly)

· Penny Wars starts next week.

· We received a $1,000 grant from Stewart’s shops.

· We may be getting a grant from NYS Assemblyman Molinaro, between $5,000-$10,000.
· We held a meeting with the Board and Michelle Moloney to request $15,000 from the district.

· We are working on a grant from Wal-Mart for $2,500.

· The 4th & 5th grade playground will be going up over the summer.  That group has raised the most money in all of the fundraisers so far.  

· Parents are getting burnt out from fundraising, but Jump Rope for Heart raised $34,000, which means they are still willing give their support.

· PTA & Playground are separate organizations, but we’ll both lose if we work against each other.  We need to work together to avoid the parent burn-out.  However, PTA is making a lot of plans for the fall that leaves the playground out of the loop.  

· Mr. Olavarria said it was okay to poll parents to see what they want to focus on.  Teachers, who have been asked, said they are willing to give up the big Staff Appreciation activities.

· Rose asked “What is bare-bones PTA?”  Answer:  We don’t know yet; have to go through the budget.

· Sue Kline said that she doesn’t think we need to do a spring fundraiser.  

· Playground just feels like we’re competing with the PTA.  The Bears fundraiser did okay, but only had 100 participants.  We are competing with too many other groups.

8.  Other Business

· Open House (April 7th – Number House and April 8th – Letter House).

· Spring Pictures – Thursday, April 10th.

· Wellness / No TV Week – April 21st through 25th.

· Intergenerational Breakfast – April 30th and May 1st
· Next general membership meeting:  Tuesday, May 6th at 6:56 p.m.

Meeting was adjourned by Kelley Lewis, President,  at 10:45 a.m.
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