
DRAFT UNTIL FINAL APPROVAL

GAYHEAD ELEMENTARY PTA

GENERAL MEMBERSHIP MEETING

WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 10, 2008

The General Membership meeting was called to order at 9:35 a.m. by Carolann Blanco, President

Recording Secretary:
Margaret Bernabe



Quorum Established

The meeting was started with the Pledge of Allegiance.  Carolann welcomed everyone.

1.
Principal’s Report

· Mr. Olavarria was not available, Mr. Baird gave the report.  We had an assembly on December 8th, the Uncle Brothers.  The theme of the assembly was treating others with respect and anti-bullying.  A big thank you went out from Mr. Baird to Mary Jean Staudohar for all of her time and hard work in setting up these assemblies for our students.

We will be starting up a Bully Prevention Committee which will consist of 10 members, four teachers from the letter house, four teachers from the number house, the school nurse and school social worker.   

We are looking for 5th grade volunteers to go the classes to talk about bullying, role play to the 3rd and 4th graders, and to read books on bullying to the kindergarteners, 1st and 2nd graders.  Also, looking into having students from either John Jay or Van Wyke to come in and talk to the 5th grade students.

Starting in January, we will have extend the anti-bullying program to our buses.  We will have a bus of the month.  

Q:
Do we have a lot of bullying problems here?

A:
Not a major problem, 99% of problems are on the bus, but for the amount of 
students we have a small percentage of bullying problems.

· Winter vacation starts on December 22 and we return on January 5, 2009.  When we return, the ELS assessment for the 3rd, 4th and 5th graders will start.  Please do not send in your children if they are sick for the testing, the following week will be a make up week.

2.
Reading and Approval of November Minutes


· There was some typos on the November minutes. Margaret Bernabe will make the needed corrections and forward the corrected document to Becky O’Mara for posting on the website.
3.
Treasurer’s Report

· Accelerated Reader grant is $1,000. Expenses are $1,250.   Please remember to use tax exempt forms when purchasing anything for the PTA.
4.
Correspondence

· Becky O’Mara talked about the PTA “going green”.   So far we have 267 students signed up.  Hope to eventually get a 50% reduction in paper usage.
5.
Committee Reports

· Administration - Jean Gray was not in attendance.  Nothing to report.
· Events - Lee Bukofsky had nothing to report.
Mary Jean Staudohar reported about the Uncle Brothers.  The bullying program was awesome for kindergarten to 3rd grade, however, for the 4th and 5th graders it taken as more of a joke.  We are looking for other programs that are age appropriate that will be taken less funny and more seriously.  

Also, Mary Jean noted that the Nutcracker flyer went out stating that there was no cost for students to go.  It did not state that this was PTA funded event and that the PTA picked up the costs so that every child who wanted to go could.

· Fundraising - Traci Suppa reported that we only made about $130 dollars from our Barnes and Noble day, but we are still  waiting to see what the internet sales were.  Because of this, it was decided that it is not worth the time and effort put into it to hold this event in the future.

Looking into Lego workshops for January and February

We will be sending out the Spring fundraiser after we get back from Christmas break.  It will be Gertrude Hawk candy and Yankee Candle.   We are hoping to get this out and back in time for Easter/Mother’s Day.

Traci also noted that she made tags that said PTA Member that were used for the Barnes and Noble day.  She has left these tags in the PTA room and if we are going anywhere for an event, they are available for us to use.

· Communication - Sue Klein reported that Noreen Healy is the Historian.  If you send anything home, please give a copy to Noreen.  Noreen has a folder in the Main Office (where the PTA mail is).  She is in charge of documenting everything that is happening in the school this year. 
Grizzly Growl - next edition to go out in February.  Please forward any articles to Joanne Iannace.

Sue also reported on the status of the Yearbook.   Please forward any pictures you have from holiday parties to Trisha Watt for inclusion in the yearbook.  She is looking for group pictures.   The e-mail is ghyearbook@aol.com.  

Wellness - Eva Minassian reported that no TV. week will be held in April.

· SLT - Mrs. Johnson came to the PTA meeting to ask permission to use the sound system for a skating party.  She will set up equipment one hour before party and be in charge of the equipment for the duration.  She will be the only one to use it.   The PTA approved the use of the sound system for the party.  However, it did lead to a discussion about the equipment being damaged previously, not by the SLT.   Also, it was felt that we need more people trained on the use of the sound system.  A lot of the people who were trained in the past are no longer here.  It was suggested that maybe we can get a cabinet made for the equipment.   Carolann asked if we had any handy husbands who could possibly make a cabinet for it so it doesn’t get damaged again.
Mary Jean  reported that a math carnival for the 4th graders is being planned.  

Accelerated reader - SLT is in control of all of our money, but it is falling under the ream of contingency money.  We will try to pay it out of SLT this year.  Need to address with Mrs. Dollard.   We also need to include $249 for the maintenance cost of program.

6.
Other Business

· Gayhead winter concerts December 16th and 18th at John Jay High School.

· Winter recess December 22 -- January 2nd
· Becky O’Mara officially thanked the PTA for putting off Fall fundraising so that Playground Committee could fundraise.  The second playground went in over the weekend.   One more to go.

· Our new President Elect, Jennifer Nolan was officially welcomed to the PTA.

· Carolann thanked the Decorating Committee for all the work in decorating the school for the holidays.

· A drawing was held and 2 rolls of wrapping paper were raffled off.   The winners were Eva Minassian and Nicole Keyser.  Congratulations!

The next meeting will be held on Monday, January 12th at 7:00 p.m.  The meeting was adjourned by Carolann Blanco, President at 10:10 a.m.

