DRAFT UNTIL FINAL APPROVAL


Gayhead Elementary PTA

General Membership Meeting

Tuesday, June 3, 2008
The General Membership meeting was called to order at 7:15 p.m. by Kelley Lewis, President. 

Recording Secretary: Rebecca O’Mara




Quorum Established
Kelley Lewis expressed her thanks to all PTA members for this year.
1.  Principal’s Report
· Mr. Baird:  Mr. Olavarria wasn’t able to be here tonight, he had a prior commitment.  School is winding down.  Picnics and field days are starting next week.  The 5th grade Moving Up ceremony will be on June 24th at John Jay.  ELA results were received at the school and should be sent home soon.  The math results will be back in September/October timeframe.  Currently working on creating the classes for next year.  The retiring teachers are:  Mrs. DiAntonio, Mrs. Jutton and Mrs. Hammond.

· Q:
Have the retiring teachers been replaced yet?


A: 
No, interviews are being done now.

· Q:
Will there be a new class visit this year?


A:
The Kindergarten teachers will bring the Kindergarteners to visit their new classes 

and will also point out the art and music rooms.

· Q:
What is the enrollment for next year?


A:
So far there are 135 students going from Kindergarten to first grade.  There will 


be 7 sections of 1st grade, 8 sections of 2nd grade.  1st grade teachers will remain 


the same, a new 2nd grade teacher (moved from within the district) will be added.

· Q:
Will bridge be coming back?

· A:
No, no room for it.

2.  Reading and Approval of Minutes
· Lee Bukofsky asked if a copy could be provided of the teacher letter and signatures from last meeting’s playground motion.  Rose Kelly provided the letter.  Jean Gray motioned to approve the minutes as is.  Carolann Blanco seconded the motion.  All approved.
3.  Treasurer’s Report (Michelle Frego)
· Beginning balance for the month was $30,013.85.  Talent Show brought in $700.  Staff Appreciation charges were $533 and the Senior Breakfast charges were $424.  We are over budget on a few items that need approval.
a. Senior Breakfast is over by $224.45.  Michelle Frego suggested moving the money over from the Wellness line item, which didn’t use its budget this year.  Jen Angyal made the motion; Eva Minassian seconded it.  All approved.  
b. Talent Show.  This year the talent show charged for tickets so it actually made money.  We need to add an income line for this year.  Sue Kline made the motion; Carolann Blanco seconded the motion.  All approved.  

c. Talent Show went over budget.  Since we only had the grades 3-5 show and not the K-2 show, we can move the K-2 money over for just this year.  Sue Kline made the motion; Jen Angyal seconded the motion.  All approved.

· Anticipated expenses for the rest of the year:  $7,775 for assemblies, $1,000 for 5th grade picnic and $7,000 for yearbook.  Our cash balance stands at $28,000 minus anticipated expenses leaves us with a remaining balance of $11,000 (which includes the PARP grant).  
· All receipts need to be in by June 20th.

· Q:
Accelerated Reader grant – from IBM for $1,000.  Is it only for one year?


A:
Noreen Healey will put in for it again, but since she will be returning to work 


after next year, she may not be able to apply the following year because you need 


to be able to log in a certain number of volunteer hours per week to qualify.  Jen 


Oppenheim said that SLT pays for the maintenance fees for AR (about $450/2 


years).  PTA pays for the ribbons and any new quiz titles.  Kelley Lewis said that 


Mrs. Dollard gave her statistics on how many kids use AR for a Grizzly Growl 


article.  Mrs. Munoz commented that her class loves it.
4.  Correspondence (Lee Bukofsky)
· Received many thank you notes about Staff Appreciation (being passed around).  We are sending out certificates to any businesses that donated to the PTA throughout the year.
5.  Committee Reports
· Budget committee.  Michelle Frego ran through some of the highlights:

· Fall fundraiser set to zero per request of the playground committee.

· New line item created for the spring fundraiser with a goal of $10,000.

· Staff Appreciation reduced to $100, and Classroom Grants and Creative Teaching Initiatives reduced to zero per request of the teachers in support of the playgrounds.

· Grizzly Growl and School Directory set to zero because both will now be produced “in house”.  Correspondingly, the copier and office supplies line items were increased due to the same reason.

· Michelle Frego and Carolann Blanco have further reviewed the budget to have a contingency plan in case the spring fundraiser doesn’t do as well as expected.  Some board members have expressed concerns that the $10,000 goal may be too high.  If this is the case, the budget will be tight and committee chairs need to try very hard to bring their programs in under budget.

· Sue Kline motioned to accept the proposed budget.  Tiffany Sweeney seconded the motion.  All approved.  

· Bylaws committee.  Michelle Frego read the four changes being proposed to our bylaws.  Carolann Blanco made the motion to make the changes; Lee Bukofsky seconded the motion.  All approved.

6.  Installation of New Officers (Al Benson, Taconic Region Director)
Al Benson performed the installation of new officers.  He said that this is one of the better things that he gets to do.  He is hoping to get to attend meetings at all 97 PTAs in the region.  Officers:  the better you work together, the better the PTA.  Al handed out pins to all of the officers and declared them official our new PTA officers for next year.  Jeannie Jacobs is our only new officer for next year; Kim LaVigne-Secord and Ana Johansson were not in attendance.
7.  Playground Committee (Rose Kelly)
Question was asked about the status of the $15,000 from the district now that the budget didn’t pass.  Rose said that we are still waiting to hear.  The board has decided to go back to the voters 
with a new budget and a re-vote on June 17th.  The playground committee has also sent a letter to the board asking that the $15,000 be kept in the budget and the contingency budget.  
8.  SLT (Jennifer Oppenheim)
· Continuing with programs.  On target to purchase more amplification systems.  
· Box Tops:  Jen Angyal asked for the last date to send them in.  Mary Jean Staudohar said to send them in by next week.  Boxtops will be counted and ice cream parties awarded to top classes in each house.
9.  Other Business

· Kelley Lewis mentioned that raffle tickets are being sold to help raise money for the family of Isabella Hackert, a 1st grader at Gayhead with leukemia.  The drawing will be this Friday (June 6th).  Please see Rose Kelly if you would like to purchase a ticket.
· The president-elect position is still open. 

· 5th grade picnic will be our last event for the year – taking place on June 17th.

· The NYS summer conference (Summer Experience) is taking place in Utica August 1 – 3.  Al Benson mentioned that they have rolled the PARP conference into the summer conference.  Anyone interested in attending should see Carolann Blanco as soon as possible.  

· Kindergarten Welcome will be on Thursday, August 28th.  The two house dessert nights will also be held on the Tuesday and Wednesday of that week.

· Questions

· Q:
For Mr. Baird:  not all teachers have the same content on their websites.  Are these mandatory for the teachers? 

A:  
No, we cannot make the teachers update the websites.  

· Q:
For Mr. Baird:  what kind of access do the teachers have?


A:
Every classroom has a desktop.

· Q:
For Kelley Lewis:  when will the yearbooks come in?


A:
They’re here!  Tricia Watt said that she is trying to set up the 5th grade signing 


party for the afternoon of June 10th.  The rest of the school will either receive 


them that afternoon or the next day.

10.  Volunteer Appreciation (Kelley Lewis)
· Kelley thanked all of the officers and members for a great year.  

· Kelley said that a special thank you goes out to the retiring 5th grade moms.  Only one is here tonight (Jen Oppenheim).  The other moms are:  Kathi Spinella, Karen Long, Karen Gomba, Dee Burlinghoff, Rose DiSisto-Butkovich, Sue Lewis, Keri Peterson and Caroline Galati.

· Kelley announced that her volunteer of the year was Sue Lewis.  Unfortunately, Sue couldn’t be here tonight, so we’ll have to try to celebrate in the future.

· Kelley said that the Taconic Region recently held their spring conference and our PTA won several membership awards (Focus on Fathers, 100% Teachers, Membership Growth and Community Involvement Commendation).  

· We also received the Outstanding Unit Program Award for the Reflections program, co-chaired by Ms. Monzet and Michelle Frego.  Congratulations!

· Kelley proceeded to recognize this year’s officers and members with gifts. 
· Kelley recognized Mrs. Munoz as our teacher liaison with a gift.

· Carolann Blanco welcomed her new officers and predicted with will be a great year next year.  We are going to have fun – we’ll have 3 new playgrounds and fun events. 
· Carolann Blanco presented Kelley Lewis with a planter filled with flowers and thanked her for “coming and growing with us”. 

Reminder was made to sign up for next year’s committees. 

Meeting was adjourned by Kelley Lewis, President, at 8:25 p.m.
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