FINAL

Gayhead Elementary PTA

General Membership Meeting

Tuesday, March 4, 2008
The General Membership meeting was called to order at 7:10 p.m. by Kelley Lewis, President. 

Recording Secretary: Rebecca O’Mara



Quorum Not Established
1.  Principal’s Report
· Mr. Olavarria reminded us about the district referendum vote on March 11th.  Please vote.
· Final round of the Spelling Bee is on March 12th, 7:00 p.m.

· State Math tests are this week.

· At the end of March, Gayhead was selected to participate in a trial state science test.

· June schedule (picnics, events, etc.) was submitted to the staff.

· Open House next month (Number House on Monday, April 7th, Letter House on Tuesday, April 8th).

· Mr. Baird spoke about the state math tests.  Makeup tests will be conducted all next week.  We have had 33 absences, mostly due to the flu.

· Q:  Rose Disisto-Butkovich asked about the school being cleaned or sanitized.  

· A:  Nothing on a large scale.

· Q:  Eva Minassian asked about the length of the state math tests.

· A:  Day 1 was 50 minutes.  

· Once testing has begun, no students can be admitted.  Late students have to use the makeup days next week.  

· May 6th, 7th, & 8th are the dates for the state science exam.  This one will be formally graded.  The one in March will not be graded.

· On March 11th, to help bring out the vote, there will be a bastketball clinic for 4th & 5th graders from 5:30 – 7:30 p.m.

· Q:  Lee Bukofsky asked about Kindergarten registration.

· A:  We only had about 100 kids registered.  Very light this year.  About 30 families didn’t show up.  

· Q:  What about 1st grade?  Any significant increase?

· A:  Nothing yet.

· Q:  Carolann Blanco asked about the lower parking lot being closed this afternoon.

· A:  Someone, probably the first person in line, forgot to take the chain off, which created a cascade effect.

· Q:  Michelle Frego asked why pickup has been running later.  Doors are supposed to open at 3:25, but have been opening at 3:30 or later.

· A:  Mr. Olavarria was not aware of this.  He will look into.

2.  Reading and Approval of Minutes
· Not able to establish a quorum, so this is tabled until next meeting.
3.  Treasurer’s Report (Michelle Frego)
· School pictures (fall) money came in.
· Yearbook orders are coming in.

· Question about assigning codes to the copier.  Non-PTA copying is happening.  We can follow up on this later.

· Allen Education Center gave us a check for $270, for referrals after Jim Allen conducted homework sessions in the past years.

· Creative Teaching Grant – Mrs. Jutton received her easel on wheels and is delighted.
· Q:  Any retirements coming up?

· A:  So far, we know of two:  Mrs. Jutton and Mrs. DiAntonio.

4.  Correspondence (Lee Bukofsky)
· Thank you from Ms. Monzet re:  Art books donated to her room.
· The following cards were sent out:

· Mrs. Sherman (retirement card)

· Mr. Kennedy (congratulations on birth of his daughter)

· Mrs. Belfi (condolence on the loss of her father-in-law)

5.  Committee Reports
· Kelley Lewis announced that we need to form three committees:  a by-law committee, a budget committee, and a nominating committee.  We are also want to create an email committee and have spoken to Jennifer Nolan about helping to set this up.  There are currently 103 members on the Gayhead email list that Mr. Baird maintains.

· Michelle Frego asked about setting up a recycling or environmental committee.

· Administration:

· There are 711 members.

· Events:

· PARP – is going on now.  Family night has the John Jay cast of Beauty & the Beast singing in the large cafeteria.  Carolann Blanco will be doing dance classes in the gym.  

· Chinese Culture Club has started.  It has 18 kids, meeting alternate Wednesdays.  $20 fee covered supplies.

· Spelling Bee – preliminary round was held in February.  15 finalists will compete in March.
· Programs – a list of programs will be coming out in the next Grizzly Growl.

· Fundraising (Sue Kline):

· We have book fair coming up next week.

· Spring pictures are on April 10th & 11th.  We receive $1.00 for every student photographed.  They are also open to siblings this year.

· No information on sweats & tees.

· Next year, we will have no carryover.  We really need to earn money next year.  We plan to sell entertainment books for $20 in September (we get to keep $10), cookie dough in October (50% profit), and host a Barnes & Nobles day on Black Friday in November.  Vouchers will be given out and we will make a percentage of the sales.  We can have events at the store throughout the day.  We also plan to sell Gertrude Hawk chocolates in the spring.  The Entertainment books company will go out to local businesses to try to include local vendor’s vouchers in the books.

· Communications

· Noreen Healey was home sick.  See her printed attachment for updates.

6.  SLT Report
· Mr. Olavarria brought the most recent two months minutes. 

7.  Playground
· Rebecca O’Mara gave a quick update.  The Beary Thoughtful fundraiser is due tomorrow, but it doesn’t look like it did very well.  Only sold about 500 bears.  We plan to hold Penny Wars again, starting April 7th.  We still plan to have the 4th & 5th grade playground installed this summer.
8.  Other Business
· Spelling Bee final round will be on March 12th at 7:00 p.m.
· PARP Family Night & Book Fair Night on March 14th.

· Next general membership meeting is on Tuesday, April 1st, 6:45 p.m.

· WCSD Referendum/Master Plan vote is on March 11th.

· Carolann Blanco is planning to collect artwork and stories to submit to the Poughkeepsie Journal’s Kids Page.

Meeting was adjourned by Kelley Lewis, President, at 8:15 p.m. 
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