FINAL


Gayhead Elementary PTA

General Membership Meeting

Tuesday, May 6, 2008
The General Membership meeting was called to order at 7:05 p.m. by Kelley Lewis, President. 

Recording Secretary: Rebecca O’Mara




Quorum Established
Kelley Lewis said that she attended the Senior Breakfast and the Talent Show.  Both were wonderful events.  It was great to see the kids enjoying themselves.
1.  Principal’s Report
· Mr. Olavarria:  We’ve been busy with the upcoming spring concerts (May 12th & 13th).  Wednesday night is Kindergarten Orientation.
· Mr. Baird:  Testing has begun for the NYS 4th Grade Science test.  Eight students were absent.  Today is the written exam, tomorrow and Thursday is the practical or lab portion.  ELA scores are due this month.  We are expecting 130-140 kindergarten students next year.  Grade 5 class has 190 students.  Enrollment will be under 1,000 students for the first time in awhile.  The 5th Grade Moving Up ceremony will be on June 24th, 9:45 a.m. at John Jay High School.

2.  Reading and Approval of Minutes
· Tiffany Sweeney made the motion to approve April’s minutes; Patrick O’Mara seconded the motion.  All approved.
3.  Treasurer’s Report
· Beginning balance for the month was $32,581.  Highlights:  we had Sweats & Tees sales, paid for some assemblies and brought in $830 in yearbook sales.
4.  Correspondence
· Received a Thank You note from Sue Lewis about supporting her and her family through their recent tragedy.  Will send out a condolence note to the 5th grader who recently lost their mother.  There is a 1st grader (Isabella Hackert) who has leukemia.  Teachers are working on something.  We may want to start a meal delivery plan.
5.  Committee Reports
· Bylaws committee:  committee has met and has some changes.  They are:
· change single membership dues from $6.00 to $7.00 (family remains at $10.00)

· change to June 30th as the date of officers taking on their duty

· change to 2 days notice (from 7 days) for a board meeting to be held

· change that a council delegate can be either a council delegate or the past president.

· Nominating committee:  Slate of candidates read by Kim LaVigne-Secord (see agenda).  Motion to approve slate was made by Wendy Johnson.  Mary Jean Staudohar seconded the motion.  All approved.  

6.  Playground Update  (Rose Kelly)

Rose Kelly made a motion to suspend fall fundraising for the 2008-2009 school year (see attached motion in full).  Sue Kline asked that the Barnes & Nobles day on Black Friday be added to the exceptions.  A discussion of the motion ensued.  The book fair was brought up and 
Rose Kelly stated that if the book fair cannot be moved until November, then it can remain in October, but without a night event (i.e., ice cream social).  Sarah Smith said that the teachers were polled about the motion and unanimously agreed with the items to be eliminated or reduced.  Wendy Johnson said that it wouldn’t be fair to the K-1st graders to have old playgrounds while the older grades got new ones right away.  The younger kids would want to use the new playgrounds which aren’t designed to little kids – which would be a safety issue.  Lee Bukofsky asked about what guarantee could the PTA get that the playground committee won’t fundraise in the spring if targets aren’t met.  Rose Kelly answered that our word is the guarantee.  The playground fund will not hold any product fundraising in the spring.  If we are behind and still need to fundraise, we will only hold penny wars-type events.  Rose Kelly again made the motion to suspend fall fundraising.  Patrick O’Mara seconded the motion.  Voting results:  1 not in favor; 2 abstains; the remaining 40 were in favor.  Motion passes.
6.  Committee Reports – continued
· Budget committee:  budget will be voted on in the June meeting.

· Need to form an Audit committee over the summer.  If you are interested, please contact Kelley Lewis or Carolann Blanco.

· Sweats & Tees:  will have raised about $427.50 by the end of the year.  Still want to have Spirit Days – class with the most kids wearing their spirit wear will win a big bear to display in the classroom for the month.  

· Administration (Jean Gray)
· No membership update.  Staff Appreciation is underway.  Wendy Johnson commented that lunch was delicious today.  Mrs. Munoz said that the books the kids wrote for their teachers were really cute.  Tomorrow there will be cake in the lobby and a chocolate fountain, Thursday is valet day and Friday is the staff breakfast.  

· Events (Kim LaVigne-Secord)

· Spring Fling:  high five should go to Rose Kelly and Brigid Gisolfi.  Many thanks to Mrs. Munoz and Mrs. Neely for giving out the medals.  Thanks also to Mrs. Irvin for helping out backstage.

· Emerging Adolescence:  boys will meet on May 20th and girls on May 29th.  Expecting a package of DVDs and supplies tomorrow.  If anyone happens to be in the building tomorrow at delivery, please put the box in the PTA room – contents are valuable.  Kelley Lewis asked if 4th graders can come.  Kim replied that only 5th graders are invited; the program loses it’s intimacy if too many are in attendance.  Boys and dads will have a program in the gym; girls and moms will do scrapbooking.  
· 5th grade picnic:  plans are underway.  We have about 30 parents on the committee.

· Fundraising (Kelley Lewis)

· School Pictures went home today.  There is no obligation to buy them.

· Communications (Noreen Healey)
· The last edition of the Grizzly Growl is here.  Get any information to Joanne Iannice by May 17th.  We want to include a donor list – please get Joanne any vendor names you dealt with over the course of the year.  
· Intergenerational/Senior Breakfast:  We had 160 people on day one; 100 people on day two.  There was bingo for all to play with prizes, flowers for the ladies and photos for all.  There was a continental breakfast.  Thanks to Kristen Whelan and Nancy Dinan for a great job.

· Yearbook (Tricia Watt):  the yearbook has been submitted!  All copies sold so far meets expenses.  After this, all sales will be profit.  Plan to send out another flyer.  We have another 250 copies that can be sold.  

· Historian:  anything for the scrapbook, please put in the historian folder.  Mary Jean Staudohar asked if it could be done electronically next year.  Something to look into.

7.  PTA Council Report (Mary Jean Staudohar)
Last meeting was the budget presentation by Mr. Powell.  Turf and bus propositions were presented.  Questions arose about turf safety.  Look on district website for information.  They want to block-book programs next year (our consensus is no – too restrictive for us).  Asked about master plan.  Nothing yet.  Mr. Olavarria said there are 2700 new homes projected in the next few years.  There needs to be 90 days between votes.  Mary Jean also made a comment about not hand-delivering any flyers to the classrooms during the day.  It is too distracting.
8.  SLT (Jennifer Oppenheim)
· Mrs. Hemmer and Mrs. O’Gorman are in the midst of awarding for the 25 book campaign.  A couple of kids will receive books in each class.
· Box Tops:  we can purchase 2 more of the microphone systems.  Maybe all of Kindergarten will receive them.  

· The grant money for next year should enable us to buy 3 more systems.

9.  Other Business

· Reminder about WCSD budget vote on Tuesday, May 20th.

· Reminder that our last general membership meeting will be on Tuesday, June 3rd at 7:00 p.m.

Question was asked about the first grade for next year.  Mr. Olavarria replied that there will be six sections of 24 kids each.
Meeting was adjourned by Kelley Lewis, President,  at 8:20 p.m.
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