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GAYHEAD ELEMENTARY PTA

GENERAL MEMBERSHIP MEETING

MONDAY, NOVEMBER 10, 2008

The General Membership meeting was called to order at 7:05 p.m. by Carolann Blanco, President.

Recording Secretary:  Margaret Bernabe


Quorum Established

We started the meeting with the Pledge of Allegiance.  Carolann Blanco then welcomed everyone.

1,
President’s  Report

· Mr. Olavarria reported that the school will be closed tomorrow, Tuesday, November 12, in observance of Veteran’s Day.    When classes return, the 5th graders will be taking the first of the New York State Social Studies tests.   The tests will be taking place on Wednesday and Thursday with a makeup day on Friday.
· On November 19, 20, and 21st school will be in session half days for parent teacher conferences.
· The heat in the building is working now, a little too good.   One classroom was up to 80 degrees today.
2.
Special Guest Speaker - Jim Allen - Allen Education Center

· Mr. Allen gave the PTA a parent workshop on his Education Center and the different types of ways that children learn.  He is available as a resource for parents and children to help children who may need some additional tutoring.

3.
Reading the Approval of Minutes

· Carolann made a correction to the October minutes.  On the back of the first page under Fundraising.  It reads that VP of Finance position is open.  That should read VP of Fundraising.  Rebecca O’Mara will make that change.  Kelley Lewis made a motion to accept the updated minutes, and Allison Lainchbury second the motion.  All approved.
4.
Treasurer’s Report (Michelle Frego)

· We started the month with $28,013.30.  The Book Fair income was split between this month and last month.  Estimate total for book fair $2,286.00.  Kelley Lewis asked if this was close to last year.  Michelle thinks it is a little lower.  
· Membership dues - we had one more payment come in.  We still do not have 100% teacher participation.   We had ten people pay for the directory instead of joining the PTA.  Liza contacted all of the people to get them to join the PTA instead of buying the directory.  

· Ice cream social came in under budget.  
· Michelle reiterated that if you buy anything for the PTA to please use the tax exempt forms.  If you need forms, you can contact Michelle, or they are on the PTA website.

· The taxes are done and mailed in.
5.
Corresponding Secretary  - Rebecca O’Mara

· Carolann announced that Kim La Vigne-Secord stepped down as correspondence secretary due to work commitments.   Rebecca O’Mara will be the new Correspondence Secretary.
· Rebecca announced we received two thank you notes.  One note was from Mrs. Bomba, the other from Mrs. Hanna for the books they received for the classrooms from the book fair.
· Rebecca also announced that the PTA will be going green.  A flyer went home to parents to sign up to get informational emails from the PTA.  This will save on the amount of paper that is being sent home with the students.  If parents do not sign up for the emails, they will still receive a hard copy home with the student.  Some information will still be sent home hardcopy, for example, information that needs a response from the parents.
· Joanne Iannace raised a question if the Grizzly Growl would be sent out via e-mail.  Not this one, but perhaps in the future.

· Any information should be forwarded to Becky O’Mara.  She will forward to Carolann who will get Mr. Olavarria’s approval before being sent home to parents.  The information will then be send out through Becky via the webmaster email.

6.
Committee Reports 

· Administration - Jean Grey was not present, Allison Lainchbury updated the committee.  We have approximately 500 members, which is about the same as last year.  Wasn’t sure how many are families.  
· Events - Lee Bukofsky announced the programs that will be going on in December.  
· December 4th - 5th  grade musical - 5th grade
· December 8th - TG Entertainment - Uncle Brothers - Character Education - all grades

· December 10 - Suny Purchase - Amahl and the night visitors - 5th grade

· December 12 - Muriel Horowitz - Storyteller - Kindergarten and 1st grades

· December 15 - Mid Hudson Children’s Museum -program about pollution and food chain - Hudson River Studies - 1st and 2nd grades



A list of all the events can be found on the website.


We still need a chairperson for Spring Fling.

· SLT - ELA - testing assessment.  We have submitted a grant for classroom technology.  The school store is up and running.  $1,000 in box tops have been submitted.  Citizen of the month has started.

· Fundraising -Traci Suppa updated the PTA on the efforts for the Barnes and Nobel day taking place on Friday, November 28. We have the boy scouts and girl scouts performing but we still need entertainment from 2:00 - 3:00.  If you have any ideas, please contact Traci or Sue Klein.  

Flyers are available on the front table.  Please take some with you tonight post anywhere you can, and distribute to friends and family.  The Gayhead PTA will make 15% of all sales that day, but they need to have the number on the voucher.  The voucher is good for on-line sales also, but only on November 28th

· Communication - Sue Klein announced that Yearbook will be having its first meeting soon.  If anyone has any pictures from Halloween, Thanksgiving, or any other school event, Trisha is always looking or them.  You can e-mail your pictures to ghyearbook@aol.com or contact Trisha 221-4471.

· Committees Needing Chairpersons  - Carolann announced that the following committees still need chairpersons: Council Delegate, Parent Education, Spring Fling and Staff Appreciation.  Anyone interested in chairing one of these committees, please let Carolann know.
7.
New Business - Carolann Blanco

· Carolann announced that Jennifer Nolan is interested in the President Elect position. Kelly Lewis made a motion to nominate Jennifer and Sue Klein and Lee Bukofsky, seconded the motion.  All approved.  Congratulations Jennifer!

· Carolann gave everyone in attendance a puzzle piece.  We are all the pieces, we need to work together to complete the puzzle, if one piece is missing the puzzle doesn’t work. Our children are the puzzle.  

· A raffle was held at the end of the meeting. Joann Chitjian was the winner of a Jello cookbook. 

The next PTA meeting will be held on Wednesday, December 10th at 9:30 a.m.  There will be a cookie swap held that day.  Please bring in 2 dozen of your favorite cookies, with recipes to swap, and you will go home with a different 2 dozen, with recipes.`

The meeting was adjourned by Carolann Blanco, President, at 8`:30 p.m.


