FINAL


Gayhead Elementary PTA

General Membership Meeting

Wednesday, October 15, 2008
The General Membership meeting was called to order at 9:35 a.m. by Carolann Blanco, President. 

Recording Secretary: Rebecca O’Mara




Quorum Established
We started with the Pledge of Allegiance.  Carolann Blanco then welcomed everyone.  
1.  Principal’s Report
· Mr. Olavarria welcomed everyone to the meeting.  This week we will be open for a full week.  The boilers are installed and in working order.  There will be a district sponsored Thinking Maps/Critical Skills training tonight at Gayhead.  On the 24th, my hair will be dyed blue.  The kids raised about $27,000 to do this, which shows the excitement of the kids.  Last Friday, we had the Ice Cream Social at school.  Carolann’s husband worked very hard.  We had approximately 900 families.  Book Fair was here last week, too.  Approximately $7,000 was raised.   
· Mr. Baird said that the building’s enrollment is now at 979 students.  We had another fire drill yesterday.  We will have the 1st of 4 lockdown drills next week.  Fire Prevention Week was last week, and we had firemen and women from Hopewell Hose here for the kids.  Thanks to Rose DiSisto-Butkovich for the Book Fair.  We have received lots of positive feedback from the kids, parents and teachers.  Thanks to all for the Ice Cream Social.  Lifetouch will be here next Thursday and Friday for school pictures.  

· Q:
How is new lunch schedule going?


A:
Very well – very smooth.  1st graders aren’t being rushed through.  This year we 


needed to increase our peanut-free tables.  Classrooms are also labeled “nut-free”.

· Q:
5th grade mediation is no longer in place.  Any replacement?


A:
No. WCSD asked for a reduction in clubs due to the contingency budger.  Kids 


learned to mediate, but never had any customers, so we decided to disband it.

2.  Reading and Approval of Minutes
· Mary Jean Staudohar made a correction to page 2 under Committee Reports – it should read Morris Brothers, not Mars Brothers.  Mary Jean made a motion to accept the updated minutes, and Kelley Lewis seconded the motion.  All approved.
3.  Treasurer’s Report (Michelle Frego)
· Started the month with $17, 598.62.  Book Fair income so far is about $8,000 (with $3,000 from yesterday).  Donations are at $124.  Membership dues collected don’t reflect what we have to send to national and regional.  We keep $3.50.  Ice Cream Social has $300 of expenses so far but there will be more.  One person paid for the directory instead of joining the PTA.  Noreen Healey is working on trying to get another PARP grant from IBM. 
· Q:
 Original grant?  What can we just the money for?

A:
Intent was to spread it over several years.  PARP committee was under budget last 

year, so we rolled the grant money into a 5th year.

· Rose DB:  for spring book fair, we get 10% of our sales, plus Dollar for Books, plus a 50/50.  We are trying to coincide with PARP to give every kid a $5 slip to pick out a book as the reward.  We usually focus on the teachers in the fall with the incentive money, and the kids in the spring.  We have run out of our free books from Reader’s Digest.  
· IBM grant for Accelerated Reader is in process.  
4.  Correspondence (Carolann Blanco, covering for Kim LaVigne-Secord)
We received a thank you from Mrs. Jurina about the Ice Cream Social; a thank you from Mrs. Ratajczak about a game for her classroom; and a thank you from Mrs. Raskin about being such a great PTA and that we can have the $150 back from mediation.

Carolann thanked Rose DB for running the book fair for us again.  Rose DB thanked Marcie Smoot for all her help.  

Ice Cream Social – we weren’t originally going to hold it this year.  It was put together in two weeks.  Mary Jean Staudohar and Diane Cucolo pitched in, to great success.

5th Grade Mediation:  Kelley Lewis made a motion to remove it as a line item from this year’s budget.  Mary Jean Staudohar seconded the motion.  All approved.  

5.  Committee Reports
· Administration (Carolann Blanco covering for Jean Gray)
· Allison reported on membership.  We have never gotten 100% of the teachers to sign up.  That is our challenge this year.  We are doing better this year with membership.  We will have numbers for next meeting.
· Events (Lee Bukofsky)
· Ice Cream Social was held last Friday night.  Thank you to all who helped.
· Fundraising (Carolann Blanco)

· Ana Johannson resigned; she has moved out of the district.

· Barnes & Nobles Day (Sue Kline)

· Friday, November 28th (Black Friday) from 9:00 am until 11:00 pm.
· School will receive 15% of the sales on 11/28.

· Has a sign-up sheet for volunteers from 12:00 until 3:00.  We will have some events (crafts tables, read alongs, etc.)
· The flyer will be going home next week.  Vouchers will be on website.
· School Pictures (Kelley Lewis)

· Pictures are next week; order forms going home this week.  Schedule will be posted to the website. 

· VP of Finance position is open.  Sue Kline explained the position’s duties.  Our main fundraiser will be before Easter (Gertrude Hawk chocolates and Yankee Candles).  Traci Suppa volunteered.  Mary Jean Staudohar made a motion to nominate Traci.  Lee Bukofsky seconded the motion.  All approved.  Congratulations, Traci!

· Communication (Sue Kline)

· Yearbook – looking for pictures during recess, Halloween party pictures, etc.  You can email the pictures to Trish (ghyearbook@aol.com).  She needs volunteers to put together the yearbook.  1st meeting will be next month.  Please contact her if you are interested.  
· No information on Grizzly Growl; deadline for submissions will be soon.

· Parent Ed:  Firm, Fair & Consistent to come out this week.

· Mr. Baird said that we have about 150 signed up for the Gayhead Google news group.

· Discussion ensued about gathering emails from Gayhead population and using this instead of sending out hardcopies.  Jen Nolan has an email list of PTA volunteers.  Rebecca O’Mara has volunteered to collect email info for use in communications.

· Committees Needing Chairpersons (Carolann Blanco)

The following committees are in need of a chairperson:  Council Delegate, Parent Education, Career Day, Spring Fling and Staff Appreciation.  If anyone is interested, please see Carolann after the meeting.  
· Executive Board Positions Needed:  President-Elect.  
6.  SLT – School Leadership Team (Mary Jean Staudohar)

If anyone is free on Friday night, there will be a boxtops cutting and sorting party.  We are at full membership for the committee.  The school store should be up and running by the middle of next month.  We need ideas for the K-2 family literarcy night – we need to increase enrollment.  
7.  New Business (Carolann Blanco)
· Margaret Bernabe has volunteered to take on the Recording Secretary position.  Michelle Frego made a motion to nominate Margaret.  Traci Suppa seconded the motion.  All approved.  Congratulations, Margaret!

· The Chairperson Committee Training has been changed to October 30th.

· Our next meeting will be on Monday night, November 10th.

· We have a special raffle tonight.  There are ten Lifetouch $15 vouchers to be raffled off to all PTA members.  The winners are:

1) Lisa Fusco (picking herself!)

2) Junedong Lee

3) Giuliana DiNardo

4) Liza Koenig

5) Theresa Civitano

6) Denise Dixon

7) Jennie Cohowicz

8) Cairo Christian

9) Kelley Lewis

10) Susan Lee

· Sue Kline and Allison Lainchbury won the wrapping paper raffle.
Meeting was adjourned by Carolann Blanco, President at 10:30 a.m.
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