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Gayhead Elementary PTA

General Membership Meeting

Monday, September 15, 2008
The General Membership meeting was called to order at 7:13 p.m. by Carolann Blanco, President. 

Recording Secretary: Rebecca O’Mara




Quorum Established
Carolann Blanco welcomed everyone.  Introductions of the Executive Board were made (Michelle Frego, Treasurer; Recording Secretary position open, Rebecca O’Mara filling in tonight; Jean Gray, Vice President of Administration; Lee Bukofsky, Vice President of Events; Sue Kline, Vice President of Communication; Ana Johannson (Vice President of Fundraising) and Kim LaVigne-Secord (Corresponding Secretary) could not be here tonight).  
Carolann asked everyone pick up the doll cutout they were given upon entering the meeting.  She told us that they represented our children.  Then she asked us to hold up all of the dolls.  Carolann told us that this is why we are here – for all of the children.

The pledge was said; then Carolann reviewed our goals for the year:

· increase membership
· increase meeting attendance

· improve recycling awareness in school

· improve overall communications

1.  Principal’s Report
Mr. Olavarria welcomed everyone to the meeting.  The opening to school was seamless this year.  New boilers are being installed.  He wants to encourage parents to be in the building this year to help the teachers & staff.  “Fundations” is continuing this year – the Kindergarten teachers were very impressed with the program.  It is expanding to the 3rd grade this year.

Mr. Baird was introduced and said that lunch is going better – less congestion this year.  The enrollment is 988 students so far, 50 students less than last year.  The students are doing bus drills this week, and already have had a few fire drills.  October 5th – 11th is Fire Prevention Week and there will be an assembly on the Wednesday.  Book Fair is also being held that week.  State tests were ordered this week.  The Health & Safety team held its’ first meeting (Carolann is on the team).  Please sign up for the Gayhead School News online.  

Q:
What is the Mr. Cougar drill?

A:
The Mr. Cougar drill is a lockdown drill in case of an intruder in the building.  There are also shelter drills, where the students go into the hallway (i.e. in case of hurricane).

Q:
What explanation is given to the students about the lockdown drill?
A:
They are told that an intruder or stranger is in the building.

Q:
Were the swings at the Kindergarten playground moved?

A:
No.  New mulch was put down so it may look a little different.
2.  Reading and Approval of Minutes
Jean Gray made a motion to approve the minutes.  Kelley Lewis seconded the motion.  All approved the motion.
3.  Treasurer’s Report (Michelle Frego)
Beginning balance for the month was $17, 534 and is now $17,598.  All treasurer forms can be found on the website.  Please remember to use the Tax Exempt form when purchasing items for the PTA.
4.  Correspondence (Lee Bukofsky, covering for Kim LaVigne-Secord)
We received a thank you from Mrs. DiAntonio for a retirement gift.  We received a thank you card from Mrs. Ratajczak for a board game donated to her classroom.  We received a whole bunch of notes from last year’s 5th graders about the 5th grade picnic.
5.  Committee Reports
· Administration (Jean Gray)
· Welcoming night was hosted by Deanna Fino.  Great job and great feedback that night from the parents.

· Staff Appreciation is held in May, to say thank you to the teachers and staff.
· Hospitality.  This position is open.  Your main duties are to provide coffee and refreshments to PTA meetings throughout the year.  Please see Jean or Carolann if interested.

· Health & Safety – open.  You are the liaison to the school on health & safety issues.

· Membership – Allison Lainchbury is the chairperson.  Please encourage moms and dads to join this year, to show support for the school and kids.  PTA funds all of the programs and assemblies enjoyed by the students.

· Q:
Do you get training to be a chairperson?

· A:
Yes.  You receive a procedure manual and there is a training session on October 
23rd.

· Q:
When will the directory be out?

· A:
Sometime in October.

· Events (Lee Bukofsky)
· Programs (Assemblies) - Mary Jean Staudohar.  Major portion of our budget goes to assemblies.  We try to provide curriculum-based, kid friendly and fun assemblies.  Sixteen assemblies are scheduled this year.  October 2nd the Morris Brothers will be here.  K-2 will have an assembly on classroom behavior; 3-5 will have a bully busters assembly.  Some of the assemblies will be:  a storyteller for K, hands on history for 4th grade, James Gelsey – author, day in clay for 5th grade, water cycle, pond studies, Kits Kaboodle -  Gettysbury Address, dance program for 2nd grade, opera for 5th grade, disabled adults program for the special education class.  Need help to organize the artist and day-of help with surveys.
· Q:
Are assemblies spread out per grade?
· A:
Yes, with the exception of Kindergarten.  K is harder to schedule because they are 
not here all day.
· Most of the remaining committees/events are held in the spring:  Emerging Adolescence, 5th grade picnic, 5th grade musical, No TV Week (Eva Minassian, chair), PARP (a New York state reading incentive program) usually held in February or March, Reflections (Ms. Monzet).  Ms. Monzet will hold after school workshops again this year, have judges from SUNY New Paltz, will need help with the celebration breakfast at the end (December/January) and won the Taconic Award for best program last year.  Spelling Bee is held in January for grades 3-5 and the Spring Fling/Talent Show is held in the spring.
· Fundraising (Carolann Blanco, covering for Ana Johannson)

· We have deferred fundraising until the spring, in support of the playgrounds.

· Looking at candles and chocolates for the fundraiser.

· We will not be starting until January.

· We will be holding two events during the fall:  Barnes & Nobles Day and the Book Fair.

· Barnes & Nobles Day (Sue Kline)

· Friday, November 28th (Black Friday)

· School will receive a percentage of the sales on 11/28.

· We will receive vouchers to hand out to family and friends.

· Sue is hoping to get some teachers to come and read at the event.  Maybe the chorus can perform. 

· Will ask for volunteers at the next meeting.

· The forms/vouchers will be on the website when available.

· Book Fair (Rose Disisto-Butkovich)

· October 7th, 8th and 10th
· Wednesday and Thursday open until 5:00 pm and Friday open until 7:00 pm

· Theme is Safari – if you have anything that fits the theme, can we borrow?

· We will again use 4th and 5th grade helpers

· Usually do $1.00 for Books program – only at the register this year

· Holding raffles - $100 worth of books split into grade-level bags.  Also posters.

· We don’t charge tax – PTA pays the tax.

· We have a very large book fair – we receive 10 cases of books.

· Sign up to help if you can.

· Communication (Sue Kline)

· The Grizzly Growl is our newsletter.  Joanne Iannace is the chair again this year.  It comes out about four times a year.

· Wellness.  This committee began about 4 or 5 years ago under Karen Gomba.  Eva Minassian is the chair.  Plans to put an article in every Grizzly Growl; maybe have an activity.  Will probably partner with No TV Week again this year.

· Parent Education.  Receives and distributes the Firm, Fair & Consistent newsletter.

· Historian.  Collects all of the flyers and handouts sent out during the year and puts them in an album.  Noreen Healey is the chair this year.

· Senior Breakfast (formerly Intergenerational Event).  Kristen Whelan and Nancy Dinan will chair again.

· Webmaster/Website.  www.gayheadpta.org
· Yearbook.  Tricia Watt is again the chair.  The yearbook will be 128 pages again this year, so we need plenty of volunteers.  It is digital and the pages are all set up.  You can submit pictures anytime.

· Carolann said that she is going to have a member work on submitting art work to the Poughkeepsie Journal this year (will be done with parent permission).  

· Committees Needing Chairpersons (Carolann Blanco)

The following committees are in need of a chairperson:  Board of Education representative, Council Delegate, Legislative Delegate, Hospitality, Parent Education, Career Day (not in budget, so remove?), Spring Fling and Staff Appreciation.  

· Executive Board Positions Needed:  President-Elect and Recording Secretary
· Audit Committee (Sue Kline)

We reviewed the books over the summer.  Committee was composed of Sue Kline, Margaret Bernabe and Beth Thompson.  We went through everything; 99% good, just a few missing signatures on forms.  All committee chairs need to know how to properly fill out and submit the forms.  

· SLT – School Leadership Team (Mary Jean Staudohar)

This is a committee of teachers, administrators and parents.  We need more parents – if interested, please see me.  Rebecca Yeager is the co-chair.  We need some volunteers to help with Take Home Science (2nd grade) and school store (4th and 5th grade).  Grant money this year will go towards purchasing more of the communications systems for the classrooms.  We need parent volunteers to help search for more grants and grant money.  Please help if you can.

6.  New Business (Carolann Blanco)
· New Board Member and Committee Chair Training will be held on Thursday, October 23rd at 7:00 pm.  We will be reviewing forms and answering questions.
· Next PTA General Membership meeting will be on Wednesday, October 15th at 9:30 am.

· Taconic Region Fall Conference is being held on Wednesday, September 24th.  Anyone may attend the conference.  Information on Advocate, PARP, college, bylaws, Reflections and disabilities.

· Reminder:  Parents as Partners nights are tomorrow (Letter House and Kindergarten) and Wednesday night (Number House). 

Meeting was adjourned by Carolann Blanco, President.
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