GAYHEAD ELEMENTARY SCHOOL PTA

GENERAL MEMBERSHIP MEETING

Tuesday June 14th, 2011

7:00pm

Lee Bukofsky, President, called meeting to order at 7:12pm. 

1. President’s Welcome

2. Installation of New Officers

a. Becky O’Mara’s incoming message:  We need to make sure we have enough volunteers to meet our mission.  If we don’t have the volunteers — do we want/need to proceed with program/event?

b. Recognized Retiring Officers:  Deanna Fino, Jennifer Nolan, Kelley Lewis, & Lee Bukofsky

c. New Officers Called Forth:  Becky O’Mara - President, Elizabeth Grimes - Corresponding Secretary, Brigid Gisolfi - VP Events, Angela Cavaretta - VP Fundraising, Deirdre Graham - VP Administration, Carol Ko - Treasurer; absent: Amy Kunkel - VP Communications, Jen Cauthers - Recording Secretary, Jen Gilmore - President-Elect.

3. Thank You and Good Luck to Mr. Cohen.  Lee presented him with Grizzly Slippers

4. Principal’s Report:  

a. Mr. Olavarria - It’s the end of the year!  

i. Class lists for next year are almost done.

ii. Kindergarten #s are continuing to rise, but Dr. Parla is holding us at 5 sections @ 26.1 students/class.  The half time teacher is Mrs. Newman from Vassar Road.

iii. Staff Changes: Mrs. O’Hearon is moving to 3rd grade; Ms. Markowitz’s position was reduced to part time, not sure yet if they will hire her as part time; Ms. Lord is expecting and moving to 5th grade; there will be 8 sections of 5th grade, 7 sections of 3rd grade with Mrs. O’Hearon picking up the expanded section in # house; 6 sections of 4th grade (Paglia, Johnson, & Munoz for letter & Valentino, Ryan, & Misch for #); 1st grade is losing Mrs. Felker; Nurre & Kennedy are moving to general ed classes next year; Mrs. Lord & Mrs. Lisa Reyes Speidel are moving to inclusion. Haven’t heard yet about plans to make school K-6; Lots of 5th graders will be jumping houses. 

b. Mr. Cohen thanked the PTA for their support and good wishes.

i. Question:  Will the students be able to visit their next year’s classrooms on the last day of school?

ii. A:  Will talk to staff about possibility

iii. Q: When the PTA comes to do the folder stuffing will the front entrance be available?

iv. A:  Good Point, we’ll try.

5. Reading and Approval for May 10th, 2011 Minutes — Correction of May 13th for 5th Grade Picnic mtg.  Kelley Lewis made a motion to accept the minutes as corrected; Deirdre Graham seconded the motion; Motion passed.

6. Treasurer’s Report/ Budget Approval/ Audit Committee:  
a. Deanna Fino presented the PTA Budget for 2011-2012 with an addition - we received an ALLSTATE grant for $1,000 for reading programs (will do a photo opt with All State). Motion - Jen Angyal; 2nd by Kelley Lewis; MOTION PASSED.

b. Audit Committee: Kelley Lewis, Deirdre Graham, Tiffany Sweeney will meet in August to complete Audit.  

7. Correspondence:  Thank You Notes from staff for Staff Appreciation Week were passed around for PTA members to see.

8. Committee Reports — 

a. The Grizzly Growl has been approved and will be sent out soon - via students, not mail.

b. Events: Reported by Kelley Lewis

i. Spelling Bee - Cordelia Ko won District’s Bee! (a 4th grader from Gayhead and daughter of our incoming Treasurer)

ii. Emerging Adolescence - went well and was well attended (17 boys & 30 girls)

iii. 5th Grade Picnic is tomorrow

iv. 2nd graders got Portable Earth

c. Fundraising: School Store - began in May 2011 has made $1,300. 4th & 5th graders loved coming to “work”. Looking for someone to take this over...

d. Communications:  Yearbook — 5th graders got theirs in large cafeteria - they were SO excited!! Great Job! Tricia Watt has handed it over to Joanne Laverde (Kindergarten Mom)

e. FINAL REPORTS: Lee still needs final reports from:  PARP, Intergenerational Breakfast, Emerging Adolescence, Membership, Spelling Bee, Spring Pictures, & Wellness.

9. SLT (School Leadership Team) - Math Carnival - 4th graders make math games for 3rd graders to play; takes place in gym on Friday June 17th (4th graders are going to Albany on Thursday)

10. PTA Council:  Kelley Lewis & Michelle Frego are both new officers, Kelley as VP & Michelle as treasurer.

11. Procedures Updates: We received feedback on our by-laws submission: anything we WROTE IN on the by-laws form should be in our PROCEDURES MANUAL not in the BY-LAWS, so we need to add the following to our PROCEDURES MANUAL... “The President-Elect shall:

a. Act as aide to the President.

b. Be a member ex-oficio of all committees except of the nominating committee or the audit committee.  The President-Elect may NOT be an ex-officio, elected, or appointed member of these two committees.

c. Assume the position of the President at the conclusion of the term of President-Elect.

Motion:  Jen Angyal; 2nd: Kelley Lewis
MOTION PASSED

12. New Accountant - Deanna asked for their to be a motion to hire Thomas Bridgman as the PTA’s new accountant for $200 for the first 2 years then up to $400.00 - which is the regular rate for nonprofits. 

Motion: Kelley Lewis
2nd: Deirdre Graham
Motion Passed  

13. Up-Coming Events:

a. July 29-31 NYS PTA Summer Leadership Training

b. November 11-13 NYS PTA Convention in Niagara Falls

c. Healthy Classroom Initiative — Memo included in attachments, basically asking teachers to use non-candy incentives for good behavior.  If Mr. Olavarria approves, it will go to the teachers soon

d. Book Fair is moved to 10/12, 13, & 14th; set up will be on 10/12; Spring will be 3/7-9th
14. VOLUNTEER APPRECIATION

Lee Bukofsky thanked the following volunteers for their dedication to making the PTA a success this past year:  Deanna Fino, Jennifer Nolan,  & Kelley Lewis.  Lee gave all in attendance THANK YOU chocolate bars.  She gave a BIG THANK YOU to the awesome parents of the PTA who served 1,056 students this year.  And a THANK YOU to all the First Husbands who have supported the work of our PTA Presidents. 

MEETING ADJOURNED!
